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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCF

The [Market Hall is of Roman Temple form with one high story over a 
rusticated lower open arcade. Building materials are stucco on 
brick with sandstone trim. The tetrastyle Roman Doric columns of 
the portico help support the elaborate entablature and pediment. 
Bucrania and ram's head are located in the metopes. Cast iron 
rails are located on the double flight of steps that lead to the 
main floor of the building. Designed by Edward B. White in 1841.

Originally served as head house for extensive market sheds!,, various 
dates.
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STATEMENT OF StGNtFtCANCE

The Market is considered one of Charleston's best examples of the 
Greek Revival Style. The architect, Edward B. White, practiced in 
Charleston from 1842-1879 and designed a number of the city's 
historic and architectually significant buildings during that period. 
The Market Hall is very reminiscent of a small Roman temple such 
as the Temple of Fortuna Virilis with its very high base and strictly 
frontal portico even though White uses a Roman Doric order with the 
center columns spaced farther apart. Although small, the Hall is 
imposing as it stands above and at the head of a long arcade of 
market stalls. With its pedimented portico, great Doric columns, 
and imposing double flight of stairs with elaborate iron work, it 
is a most admirable building. Of particular interest are the 
bucrania and ram's heads in the metopes.

In the architectural survey of Charleston, a jury of Dr. William 
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, 
Professor Bernard Lemann, Tulane University School of Architecture, 
Mr. Carl Feiss and Mr. Russell Wright, consultants to the city, 
noted this structure as exceptional. This notation indicates 
that the building is of the highest architectural design quality, 
well-proportioned, and architecturally sophisticated. Windows, 
classical orders or other period designs, chimneys, verandahs, 
massing materials, textures, refined detail, and craftsmanship are 
all elegant and innovative. The structure is to be preserved 
and protected in situ at all costs.
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South Carolina 045
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the NationaJ Park Service. The recommended 

level of sigmfica/V/e of this nomination is: 

National,.^/ State Q Ical

Name

Title State Liaison Qfflc/r

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Bate

Department of Archives & History 
April 23, 1973

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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